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Mitsubishi Electric Completes In-Orbit Delivery of TURKSAT-4A Satellite 
Company aims to expand space business in foreseeable future 

 

TOKYO, March 31, 2014 – Mitsubishi Electric Corporation (TOKYO: 6503) announced today that it 

completed the in-orbit delivery of the TURKSAT-4A satellite to Turksat Satellite Communication, Cable TV 

and Operation Inc. Co. (Turksat A.S.) on March 29. 

 

TURKSAT-4A was launched from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on February 15 (Japan time). 

After the launch, Mitsubishi Electric confirmed performance in a series of in-orbit tests while the satellite 

maintained a predefined geostationary orbit about 36,000 kilometers above the equator. Upon successful 

completion of the tests, the satellite was handed over to Turksat A.S. to provide communication and 

broadband services over a wide geographic region west of China and east of the UK, including Turkey as 

well as Eastern Europe, Central Asia, the Middle East and Africa. 

 

Meanwhile, this year Mitsubishi Electric also is preparing to launch TURKSAT-4B, as part of an ongoing 

effort to expand the company’s space business both in Japan and in other countries. 
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About TURKSAT-4A/4B 

Mitsubishi Electric was awarded a turnkey contract for TURKSAT-4A/4B by Turksat A.S. in 2011. 

Designing, manufacturing and testing were carried out first for TURKSAT-4A, followed by TURKSAT-4B. 

Most of the final assembly and system testing was conducted at the Tsukuba Space Center in cooperation 

with the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA). During this process, Mitsubishi Electric provided 

Turksat A.S. engineers with a suite of educational and OJT programs about satellite manufacturing and 

testing. 

 

In addition to providing the satellites, Mitsubishi Electric will support the satellite industry in Turkey, which 

aims to build its own satellites by 2018. The company hopes these efforts will lead to the expansion of its 

space business. 

TURKSAT-4A at a Glance 

Satellite platform DS2000 

Orbital maneuver life Over 30 years 

Transponders Ku-band and Ka-band 

Mass Approximately 4.8 tons (at launch) 

Mission 

Communications and broadcasting services in 

Turkey, Europe, Middle East, Central Asia and 

Africa 

Delivery Delivery in orbit 

 

Mitsubishi Electric’s Commercial Satellite Business  

TURKSAT-4A is the seventh satellite to incorporate Mitsubishi Electric’s original DS2000 satellite platform. 

All DS2000 satellites launched as of now have operated without problem. In total, Mitsubishi Electric 

expects to produce 15 DS2000 satellites, including eight more to be launched by 2017. Building on the 

DS2000’s solid track record, Mitsubishi Electric looks forward to expanding its business the global market 

for commercial satellites. 

 
### 

About Mitsubishi Electric Corporation 
With over 90 years of experience in providing reliable, high-quality products, Mitsubishi Electric 
Corporation (TOKYO: 6503) is a recognized world leader in the manufacture, marketing and sales of 
electrical and electronic equipment used in information processing and communications, space development 
and satellite communications, consumer electronics, industrial technology, energy, transportation and 
building equipment. Embracing the spirit of its corporate statement, Changes for the Better, and its 
environmental statement, Eco Changes, Mitsubishi Electric endeavors to be a global, leading green company, 
enriching society with technology. The company recorded consolidated group sales of 3,567.1 billion yen 
(US$ 37.9 billion*) in the fiscal year ended March 31, 2013. For more information visit 
http://www.MitsubishiElectric.com 

*At an exchange rate of 94 yen to the US dollar, the rate given by the Tokyo Foreign Exchange Market on 

March 31, 2013 


