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Environmental Considerations through the Lifecycle of Products
Product Development in Consideration of the Overall Lifecycle of Products
As the concept of lifecycle thinking grows increasingly more important globally, the
Mitsubishi Electric Group aspires to reduce environmental load by closely overseeing the
entire product lifecycle, from collecting resources to design, manufacture, and disposal after
use. Since ﬁscal 2004, product environmental assessments for all newly developed products
have been implemented from the perspective of MET.* From ﬁscal 2016, we began operating
the assessment based on the Design for Environment rules that conform to international
standards focusing on lifecycle thinking. Furthermore, with regard to the index that measures
improvements in the environmental eﬃciency of products (Factor X), we have established an
original calculation method based on the MET standard so that it can be used for product
environmental assessment.
* MET stands for material (eﬀective use of material resources), energy (eﬃcient use of energy) and toxicity (avoiding
emissions of toxic substances with potential environmental risk).

The Concept of Design for the Environment
Results of design are veriﬁed, and design is
only considered complete when product meets criteria.
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